
TONGJI  UNIVERSITY1

Academic Rankings and Their Impact 
on University

Prof. Dr. WU Jiang

Tongji University



TONGJI  UNIVERSITY

Table of Contents

p Academic Rankings 

p Tongji U Introduction and Rankings

p Tongji U Governance



Why Rank Universities Globally?

lGrowing student numbers

lGlobalisation of knowledge

lCompetition

lMarketisation

lRankings drive this process as well as 

measuring it

lRecruit staff and students globally

lPublish globally important research

lAttract global employers



College and University Rankings

College and university rankings are rankings of 
institutions in higher education which have been 
ranked on the basis of various combinations of 
various factors.

l None of the rankings give a comprehensive 
overview of the strengths of the institutions 
ranked because all select a range of easily 
quantifiable characteristics to base their results 
on. 

lThe subject has produced much debate about 
rankings usefulness and accuracy.

l UNESCO has questioned whether rankings "do 
more harm than good", while acknowledging that 
"Rightly or wrongly, they are perceived as a 
measure of quality and so create intense 
competition between universities all over the 



Most Prestigious Global Rankings
No. Country Issuing Institution Name Number 

of List
1 Europe European 

Commission
U-Multirank

2 UK Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS)

QS World University Rankings 1000

3 UK Times Higher 
Education (THE)

Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings

1000

4 China Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University

Academic Ranking of World 
Universities     

1000

5 Turkey Middle East 
Technical University

University Ranking by 
Academic Performance

800

6 USA US News U.S. News & World Report's 
Best Global Universities 
Rankings

1250

7 Spain Spanish National 
Research 
Council (CSIC) 

Webometrics Ranking of World 
Universities

12000

8 Netherlan Leiden University CWTS Leiden Ranking 938



Top 20 University in World rankings in 2018-2019 （mainland）

Tongji U

Tsinghua U
Peking U

Beijing Normal U



China University in Rankings

In above 2018--2019 World University Rankings, Total 

891 colleges and universities in China mainland enter 

the list.

Top 50 :        2 universities 

Top 100: 5 universities

Top 500: 45 universities

Top 1000: 161 universities
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Tongji University 同舟共济

TREASURE THE SAME ROOT
SHARE THE SAME GOAL 
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2019

???

History
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Facts and Figures 2019  (June)

35855 full-time Students 

3468 International Students     

5986 Faculty and Staff  (2814 teachers)

85  Degree Programs in BA, 47 in MA, 32 in PhD

10 broad categories of academic Disciplines (science, engineering,   

medicine, economics, management, humanities, law,  philosophy,

education and art)

360000 Alumni 

2.14 Bil RMB (267.5 Mio Euro) Research Budget (40% public and 60% industrial) 
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Facts and Figures

Jiading 
Campus 

West
Campus 

Siping 
Campus 

North 
Campus

4 campuses

2.54 km2 land area 

10 Bil RMB  (1.25 Bil Euro) fixed assets

8 Affiliates Hospitals

6  Affiliated Schools



2020 World Ranking
265 （No.9 in Mainland China）

2019 World Ranking
201-300 （No.18 in Mainland ）

2019 World Ranking
302 （ No.12 in Mainland ）

2019 World Ranking
401-500（ No.13 in Mainland ）

Tongji Rankings

ü QS 2019 World Discipline
Ranking

No. 18 in the World for 
Architecture 

No. 14 in the World 
for Art and Design 

No. 31in the World 
for Civil Engineering
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Discipline Chains

Urban 
Construction & 

Disaster Prevention

Bridge
Civil 

Engineering

Survey

Energy

Road

Architecture & 
Urban Planning Environment

Geotechnical
Engineering

IT
Rail Traffic

Software
Engineering

Economics &
Management

Material

Mechanical 
Engineering

Automobile

Traffic 
Engineering

Modern 
Manufacturing
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Disciplines

Discipline Ranking
in China

Civil Engineering 1
Design 1
Urban Planning 1
Environment Engineering 1
Management Science and Engineering 1
Landscape 2
Architecture 3
Marine Science 3
Traffic and Transportation 3
Surveying and Mapping 4
Geophysics 5
Geological Engineering 10
Stomatology 10
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Disciplines in “Double First Class National Strategy” 

Civil 
Engineering

9 key
disciplines

Architecture

Surveying

Environmental 
Science 

Urban PlanningLandscape

Design 

Ocean 
Science

Transportation 
& traffic

9 key disciplines and 4 interdisciplinary areas are listed.

4 inter-
disciplinary 

areas

Medicine
Life 
Science

Europe 
Study 

Intelligent 
Technology 

Green 
Manufacture

National 
innovative

development 

Micro-structure 
modeling,
functions 

and application
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3-5 discipline into the 
forefront of world-class 
10-15 entering the 
ranks of world-class

Several world-leading 
disciplines 

To be the world-class 
universities

Long-term Goal

Entering the forefront of 
world-class universities

2030 20502020

comprehensive, research-
oriented,world-renowned 
high-level university 

Mission

the overall level of the 
discipline reaching world-
class level

mid-term GoalShort-term Goal
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Tasks

Five construction tasks: 
p Recruitment of talented 

scholars 
p Cultivating top talents
p Enhancing scientific studies  
p Inheriting innovative and 

excellent culture
p Promoting the technology 

Transfer and application

five reform tasks:
p strengthening and improving 

party leadership over the 
university 

p improving the internal 
governance structure 

p to achieve the key mechanism 
breakthrough 

p social participation
p to promote international 

cooperation



strengthen the value 
leading

Reconstruction of  the 
training programe

Student learning outcome 
centered curriculum

Innovative and 
comprehensive competition 

training

Teaching quality assurance 
system

TONGJI TONGJI
TONGJI

Cultivating top talents



Recruitment and cultivation of first-class teachers

world class

1 Improving the high-level talent management system

2 Improve the structure of the teacher and staff

3 Cross-discipline and attracting the post-doctor

4

5 Effective administration teams

Reform of the school salary system 



Organized research, 

interdisciplinary and 

collaborative 

innovation

encourage teachers 
to freely explore and 
conduct basic 
research, and 
provide stable 
funding support

autonomy of 
scientific research 
personnel, 
strengthen 
information 
construction and 
"one-stop" 
teacher service

Improving the 

research 

management 

and service 

mechanism

01 02 03 04

Enhancing scientific 
studies  

Strengthen basic research and applied basic research, gather large teams,
build platforms, undertake big tasks, and give birth to big achievements



Building Tongji Knowledge-Economy Ring , driving economic and 
social development, and promote the transformation of scientific and 
technological achievements.

Promoting the technology transfer and application
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Research’Benefits to Society  

Tongji Knowledge-Economy Ring 

2.4 km2 core area

2 000 enterprises

30 000 employees

80% of the entrepreneurs are Tongji professors,

students and alumni.

41.5 Billion RMB sales volume in 2018
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Hongkong-Zhuhai-Macao 

Cross-Sea Bridge  
Beijing Capital City 
Sub Center Planning

Xiong-An New Zone 

Technical Support for National Projects
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Large-scale biological 

processing of source water Submarine observation

Technical Support for National Projects

Construction of Shanghai 
Tower 

Beijing Daxing

International Airport
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Global Partnership
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Global Partnership

Focus on Europe 

• 11 International cooperative platforms

• about 100 Double degree programs 

• Courses taught in foreign languages

• Joint research

• Secretariat of SEEEP
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Sino- German College for Graduate Studies (CDHK) since 1998

Sino-French Institute of Engineering and Management (IFCIM) since 1999

UNEP-Tongji Institute of Environment for Sustainable Development (IESD) since 2002

Sino- German College for Applied Science (CDHAW) since 2004

Sino-Italian Campus (SIC) since 2006

World Heritage Institute of Training and Research for the Asia and the Pacific Region 
(Shanghai) under the Auspices of UNESCO (WHITRAP) since 2007

Sino-Finnish Centre since 2011

Sino-German Campus since 2011

Sino-Spanish Campus since 2012

Shanghai International Institute of Design and Innovation since 2016

Shanghai International College of Intellectual Property (supported by WIPO) since 2016

11 International Cooperative Platforms
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665 Delegations received

7200 visitors received

101 Agreements signed or renewed 

39 International academic workshops held 

155 long-term international faculty and 2300 short-term 

2342 professors/staff visit abroad

3191   students study abroad 

3468 International students (48% degree-seeking) from 156

countries and regions 

Facts and Figures for Internationalization 2018 



There are still some obstacles and problems in the system :

The reform of the academic governance system, the

international cooperation mechanism, the resource allocation

mechanism, and the university- college two levels

management.

It is necessary to provide incentives and vitality for the

construction of first-class universities through further

regulation and mechanism reforms.

The vitality of system reform needs 
to be further stimulated

01

02



p The development of higher education is influenced by many 
factors such as political system, cultural tradition and economic 
level. The universities and disciplines have obvious Chinese 
characteristics. The classification of engineering disciplines and 
traditional Chinese medicine are unique to Chinese universities. 

p The evaluation of a university or its disciplines can not simply 
copy the international standards or ranking indicators.。

p The evaluation should adhere to the university classification.
For an engineering and technology university, the evaluation of 
its contribution is not based on the number of papers, but must 
be indicators of technology and specialized talents that 
contribute to meeting the country's major engineering and 
technical needs. 

Conclusion
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Thank you!


