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Digitalization and the global pandemic have forced 
changes in HEIs. 

• Designing higher education programs and course
• Course delivery
• international research connections and
• virtual exchanges,



How can we find ways to stimulate internationalization
through digitalization in HE? 



What is Virtual Internationalization?

• no physical mobility,
• internationalization at home,
• internationalization of curriculum,
• internationalization of learning outcomes,
• pedagogical development,
• education and assessments



Virtual internationalization is defined as

”… the process of introducing an international, intercultural, or global 
dimension into the delivery, purpose or functions of higher education 
with the help of information and communications technology (ICT)... 
“(Knight, 2003; Bruhn, 2017)



Virtual internationalization indicates two
perspectives
• Internationalization of 

the curriculum 
• Worlwide reach



Internationalization of the curriculum 

• international networking,
• collaborative learning,
• structural approach, 
• global skills, 
• curriculum content,
• delivery methods,



Internationalization of the curriculum

Students stay in one country, 
awarding institution is located 
in another one

It is introducing a 
global component into the at-
home curriculum



Worlwide reach

Digitalisation offers new ways to further promote and 
shape new infrastructures in HEIs.

• MOOCs,
• Open educational resources
• educational games,
• online courses,
• digital assessments,
• virtual Mobility



Brushing up on learning design expertise for VI, 
creating staff and students capacities are crucial.

• Develop specific academic pedagogy
• Foster intercultural competence of participants via the 

curriculum
• Combine and complement physical mobility
• Address critical issues



Discussion questions

• How you understand virtual internationalization?
• How has the internationalization changed in the digital age?
•What is requied for ensuring VI?


